
   

 
 

  

A NOTE FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR RE METRO SELECT PROGRAM                     MARCH 20, 2014 

 
On March 19, the Burnaby Metro Select Club was granted an interim injunction in BC Supreme Court, which prevents 

the Burnaby District Youth Soccer Association (BDYSA) from organizing or implementing a Metro Select program 

until the Select Club’s petition or action is dealt with by the Supreme Court. 

 

This means that the work which was well underway for BDYSA to operate teams in 2014 -15 is terminated, effective 

immediately.  I appreciate that what has happened is quite disruptive.  Players, parents and coaches who were expecting 

to participate in a BDYSA organized program will not be able to do so.    

 

BDYSA, as a member of the Metro Select league, remains responsible for team affiliation with that league.  The board 

of BDYSA will need to decide how to approach that for 2014 – 15; in 2013 – 14, we affiliated teams from three clubs.   

 

The court decision was delivered verbally and I understand will not be available for a week or two.  I understand it was 

based on the possibility that the Selects Club has an argument that District doesn’t have a right under its Constitution to 

operate teams, and the concept that if the Selects Club cannot do so this year, it will suffer harm that can’t be remedied 

by a subsequent court decision or an award of damages should the Selects club be successful in its claims.  The 

injunction is in place until the legal proceedings advanced by the Selects Club are resolved.  The injunction does not 

decide the basic question of whether District can run teams directly.  We continue to believe that this is within our 

jurisdiction, and earlier received an opinion from BC Soccer that this is the case.  

 

We very much regret that matters proceeded to court, regardless of the decision. District and I believe all feeder clubs 

have been clear that we do not consider it appropriate to spend money intended for youth soccer, on legal fees over a 

disagreement about administration and governance.  We did not engage counsel even as the Selects Club did in advance 

of the court matter, and only did so most reluctantly when forced by the need to respond in BC Supreme Court to the 

Selects Club’s action.  We believe it is especially disappointing to spend youth money on legal costs when an avenue of 

appeal to BC Soccer was available to the Selects Club at modest or no cost, yet they chose not to use it.  

 

The decision to proceed with District-operated teams was taken February 17, after discussion with the Selects Club from 

July, 2013 with respect to the inclusion of feeder club representatives on the Selects Club board.  On March 7, only after 

the decision for District to operate teams was in effect, the Selects Club finally agreed in writing that “each feeder club 

may on an annual basis name one director to the Selects Club’s Board and the Selects Club’s bylaws will be amended to 

allow that person to act as a director.”  I want to emphasize that had the Selects Club agreed to that at any time between 

July 2013 and February 17, 2014, the entire disruption, legal fees, etc. would have been avoided.   

 

I want to thank the many, many people who stepped forward to make a District operated program a success.  I 

especially want to recognize Mr. Frank Iuele, who agreed to be the District Metro Select head coach.  Frank brought a 

wealth of technical expertise and leadership to his new role, and worked amazingly hard over the past month to prepare 

for the 2014 – 15 season.  The rest of the coaching staff has also been putting in a terrific effort!  We certainly hope that 

they will now be extended every opportunity to coach within the appropriate Burnaby District club.   

 

I want to urge everyone to consider how we can best move forward cooperatively and constructively in the days ahead, 

so that the best interests of player development are served, and the inevitable disruption caused by the court decision is 

minimized.  District will need to do its part by addressing how Metro Select teams may now be affiliated.   

 

John Berry, Chair 

 Burnaby District Youth Soccer Association 
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